CHAPTER   I
THE   BACKGROUND
The changing world in the Later Middle Ages: old ideals and new facts.
Europe and the Crusade: historical developments against war in the East;
events and factors in favour of the movement. The Levant and the Cru-
sade: strength of Egypt and Syria; rise of the Ottoman Empire. The West
and the Tatars: missionary work and rapprochements for union against
Islam; failure. Dawn of Modern History
THE crusade* both as a holy war and as an act of devotion,
was the perfect expression of one aspect of the medieval
mind. The concrete form of ideals of chivalry and faith,
the movement was more generally accepted and approved
than had been the case with any previous manifestation of
Western ideas since the fall of the Roman Empire. The
extraordinary focusing of attention and action, which is
its most striking characteristic, may indeed be regarded as
an immense demonstration of the ideal of the Christian
Commonwealth* Like all great political theories of the
past, present, and future, the idea of a Christian Europe
under Pope and Emperor was never completely accepted.
The exceptions which prove the rule were large; quarrel
between theory and practice can at every phase be demon-
strated. Hence we may expect to find with the develop-
ment and progress of the contest between Empire and
Papacy that the fervour and unity of the crusading move-
ment become seriously diminished. The Crusades may
have been the foreign policy of the Papacy, but they were
at times the foreign policy of Europe, and as the struggle
between lay and religious powers becomes a narrower and,
perhaps, meaner thing, and as commercial and national
interests override older considerations, we shall find cor-
responding changes in the nature of the Crusade. Those
changes will, it is hoped, be sufficiently evidenced in the
ft of this examination of the movement against Islam